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SEEDS mission is rooted in our wish to 

promote educational and economic 

progress and development not only for 

the common folks particularly in Odisha, 

but also in the developing world at large

www.seedsnet.org

www.facebook.com/seedsnet.org

SEEDS - Catalysts of Change

http://www.seedsnet.org/
http://www.facebook.com/seedsnet.org


INCEPTION

YEAR

• March 1993 as Kalahandi-
Bolangir-Koraput Development 
Initiative

VISION

• Equitability, Sustainability, 
Grassroots Education & 
Nonsectarian Development

PLACE

• Began at UT Austin and spread 
to various corners of the World  



Sustainable
long-term, 

self-supporting,

environmentally non-predatory

Equitable
Fair,

Just

Grass-roots Based
Decentralized

Primarily Bottom-up 
Approach

Inclusive
Collaboratively address 
systemic development 

issues

SEEDS promotes 
Economic and 
Educational 

progress
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Computing for Masses

Rural Math Talent Search

Nano Finance

Cyclone Rehab Project in 
Odisha & Vizag

Modern public library 
initiative

Preservation of art forms 

Mahila Shanti Sena
(Female Peace Brigade)



Rural Math Talent Search (RMTS)

➢ Rural students fall behind their urban counterparts 

after class-V due to fewer resources and lack of 

recognition

➢ Conducted by Institute of Math and Applications, 

Bhubaneswar.

➢ Partially sponsored by the Indian Dept. of Atomic 

Energy

➢ Objectives:

➢ Seek out and nurture rural math talents

➢ Train teachers to promote:

➢ Teaching in a cooperative environment 

➢ Modern methods of teaching mathematics



RMTS Scholars

Visit rmts.seedsnet.org for more

rmts.seedsnet.org


RMTS succeeded to

➢ Identify and support promising 

youngsters in rural areas of Orissa from 

6th Grade and some who are entering 

college.

➢ Overhaul the educational system and to 

bring the underprivileged class into 

main stream 

➢ Provide 100’s of scholarships, training 

and policy advice, advocacy

➢ Bring a ray of hope and a dream of the 

future in the young boys and girls..

Student Himalaya 
goes to win in 
international 
competition!



Nano-finance (Aamara Biswas)
➢ Partnering with Aamara Biswas, which helps the 

poorest of the poor women in their emergency 

needs for food, healthcare, small trades and their

children’s education through Nano Finance.

➢ Primary objective is to give small ($12) interest free 

loans for 1 year

➢ This stops women from going to money lenders with 

interest rates of 120% or more

➢ 500 rupees (less than 12 dollars) can bring security 

to a woman's life and lessen her burden in time of 

emergency!



Women’s Self-help Groups

Independence and dignity from owning a savings book



Mahila Shanti Sena (MSS)

(Female Peace Brigade)
➢ Women Corps in villages as peace movement for 

building just society, since 2002

➢ Focuses on violence, poverty, illiteracy, 

unemployment, neglect, crime, sanitation, natural 

disasters, village service 

➢ Training camps, workshops, conferences for grass 

roots member groups consisting of 5 or 10

➢ Cross-state (Odisha, Bihar,UP, Assam…) and cross-

country (India, Canada)

➢ Partners: Canadian Gandhi Foundation for World 

Peace, SEEDS (USA), Unnayan NGO (Odisha)

➢ Inspiration: Acharya Ramamurty, Gandhi



Sabhaas
(Meets)

Mahila
(Women)



Computing for the Masses (CfM)

and Education without Borders (EWB)

➢ Information and Communication technologies 

(ICT) are accessible to a few creating a “digital 

divide”.

➢ CfM creates new forms of income generation

➢ Remote magazine/news 

production/typesetting, printing cards or 

handbooks, computer-assisted tutoring, 

service remote calls, etc.

➢ It breaks the information barrier to 

development



School where first 

“Computing for 

Masses” was hosted

The Server The Five Clients



Preservation of dying art forms

➢ Pala is a valuable cultural tradition of Odisha, combining 

theatre, Odissi music, highly refined Odia and Sanskrit 

poetry, wit, humor, and social satire.

➢ Ravanna Chhaya (shadow puppetry) originated in Odisha, 

and then spread through South and Southeast Asia.

➢ Both of these art forms may be facing extinction under the 

relentless pressures of modern entertainment media.

➢ In 2008, we initiated a project to help sustain and enrich both 

the art forms which involved: (a) popularization; (b) training; 

(c) scholarship; (d) publication; and a (e) plan for self-

sustainability after a few years.

➢ Shows/ workshops/ seminars have been held in the larger 

rural/suburban centers: Keonjhar, Anugul, Katak, 

Jagatsinghpur.



Pala & Ravanna Chayya

Rural Odisha art forms

Chilika Museum of Art



Cyclone Rehab Project in Odisha & Vizag

➢ Residents of approximately 380 villages in 30 

Gram Panchayats of Balasore and Mayurbhanj

districts have been affected by the floods that hit 

the state of Odisha following the aftermath of 

Cyclone Phailin.

➢ With many of the state resources utilized in 

keeping people safe during the cyclone, there has

been little time to react to the consequences. 

➢ The organization has also been working with 

volunteers and other socially responsible groups to 

ensure that medical relief material reaches 

families. 



Garampetta village devastated by Cyclone Phailin

School supplies to get children back

Disaster 
Rehab Work & 

Water-shed 
Projects



Water, Irrigation, 
Income-

generation 
projects



Modern Public Library Initiative

➢ Worked to create “Odisha Public eLibrary” and other 

“Model Rural or Urban Libraries; collaborating with Odisha 

Society of the Americas for model library set-up, and 

working with authorities at local & state levels.

➢ What we next need most: library materials (books,

laptop/technology, e-books, edu. toys, khan-academy 

like materials, library automation, an enthusiastic base of 

“friends-of-the-library” to realize our vision for a world-

class public library serving the young and the old.

➢ Libraries need to become community centers for a 

modern, vibrant democracy!



Education without Borders
Ubiquitous and low-cost access to learning



Demo of the networked system 

 A client computer (the 
Raspberry Pi) doesn’t need any 
permanent storage to boot.

 You can network a large 
number of clients to one 
server, and all clients are 
exactly the same. If you log 
into one of the clients, you will 
see the same file system as if 
you logged into any other 
client.

 The server can be run on an 
x86 system, which means you 
get to take advantage of the 
performance, network, and 
disk speed on the server.



EWB

Resources
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Locally served Self-learning resources, contd.



Flipped model of learning and 

experimentation





Resources, 

contd.



Resources, 

contd.



Kolibri educational sub-system & materials



Khan Academy without Internet!



Setting up 3-computer elibrary/ 

e-school in a village

1. An enthusiastic, tech-savvy local person 
(teacher or learner)

2. Server computer (1)

3. 4- or 8 -port Router/Switch with Wifi (1)

4. Optional internet 
access/subscription/dongle

5. Client computers -- e.g. raspberry Pi (2)

6. Display monitors (2)

7. TV/monitor with HDMI (1)

8. Keyboard-mouse combos (3)

9. Headset/headphones (3)

10. Power cords and ethernet cables to 
hook them and power up

11. Optional: extra hard-disk, internet 
camera, printer, etc.

12. Any number of mobile devices (phones 
and tablets that connect over wifi)




