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Gandhi-Nehru correspondence on

VILLAGISM ¥s INDUSTRIALISM

FROM MAHATMA GANDH!

(Original in Hindi) October 5, 1946

My dear Yawaharlal

I have been desirous of writing to you for many days but have not been able
to do so before today. The question of whether I should write to you in English or
Hindustani was also in my mind, I have at length preferred to write to you in
Hindustani.

The first thing I want to write about is the difference of outlook between
us. If the difference is Fundamental then 1 feel the public should also be
made aware of it. It would be detrimental to our work for Swaraj 1o keap them
in the dark. I have said that I still stand by the system of Government envisaged
in Hind Swaraj. These are not mere words. All the experience gained by me
since 1908 when I wrote the hooklet has confirmed the trith of my helief, Therefore
if I am left alone in it T shall not mind, for I can only bear witness to the truth ag
Isee it. I have not Hind Swaraj before rae as I write. It is really better for me to
draw the picture anew in my own words. And whether it is the same as [ drew in
Hind Swaraj or not is immaterial for both you and me. It is not necessary to prove
the rightness of what I said then, [t is essential only te kunow what I feel today I
am convinced that if India is to attain true freedom and through India the world
also, then sooner or later the fact must he recognised that people will have to live
in villages, not in towns, in huts, not in palaces. Crores of people will never be
able to live at peace with cach other in towns and palaces. They will then have no
recourse but to resort to both violence and untruth. I hold that without truth
and non-violence there can be nothing but destruction for humanity. We can realise
truth and non-violence only in the simplicity of village life and this simplicity can
best be found in the Charkha and all that the Charkha connotes. I must not fear if
the world today is going the wrong way. It may be that India too will go that way
and like the proverbial moth burn itself eventually inthe flame round which it
dances more furiously. But it is my bounden duty up tomy last breath to try to
protect India and through India the entire world from such a doom, The essence of
what I have said is that man should rest content with what are his real needs and
become self-sufficient. If he does net have this control he cannot save himself,
After all the world is made np of individuals just as it is the drops that constitute
the ocean. I havesaid nothing new. This is a well-known truth,
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But 1do not think I have stated this in Hind Swaraj. While 1 admire modern
science, I find that it is the old fooked at in the true light of modern science which
should be reclothed and refashioned aright. You mustnot imagine that I am envisag-
ing our village life as it is today. The village of my dreams is still in my mind,
After all every man lives in the world of hisdreams. My ideal viilage will contain
intelligent human beings, They wilk not five in dirt and darkness as animals. Men
and women will be free and able to hold their own against any one in the world.
There will be neither plague nor cholera nor small pox; no one will be idle. no one
will wallow in luxury. Everyone will have to contribute his quota of manual labour.
I do ot want to dirawa large scale plcture in detail. It is possible to cavisage railways,
post and telepreph offices etc.  For me it is material to obtain the real article and
the rest will fit into the picture afterwards. If Ilet go the real thing, all else goes.

On the last day of the Working Commitice it was decided that this matter
should be fuily discussed and the position clarified after a two or three days session.

I should like this. But whether the Waorking Commitiee sits or not T want our
Y vin_n_vie sach other to he cleasrlv understood by ue for two reasons, Fil_‘st!y,

position vis-a-vis each othe e clearly understood by us fo reaso

the bond that unites us is not only political work. It is immeasurably deeper and
quite unbreakable. Therefore it is that I earnestly desire that in the political field
also we should understand each other clearly. Secondly neither of us thinks himself
usefess.  We both live for the cause of India’s freedom and we would both gladly
die for it. 'We are not in need of the worid’s praise, Whether we get praise or
blame iz jmmaterial to us. There is no room for praise in service. I want to live to
125 for the service of india but I must admit that [ am now an oid man. You are
much younger in comparison and I have therefore named you as my heir, T must,
however, understand my heir and my heir should understand me.  Then alope shall

I be content.......

Blessing from
BAPU

(2)

EROM JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
Angrd Bhawan. Allahabad

October 9, 1945

My dear Bapu

1 have reccived today, on return from Lucknow, vour letter of the 5th October.
T am glad vou have written to me fully and I shall f{ry to reply at some ]eng'th but
1 hope you will forgive me if there is some delay in this, as [ am at present tied up
with close-fitting engagements. Iam only here now for a day and a half. It is
really better to have informal talks but just at present I do not know when to fit

this in. I shail try.
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Briefly put, my view is that the question before us is not one of truth versus
untruth, or non-violence versus violence. One assumes as one must that true co-
operation and peaceful methods must be aimed at and a society which eacourages
these must be our objective, The whole question is how fo achieve this society
and what its content should be. I do not understand why a village should neces-
sarily embedy truth and non-violence. A village, normally speaking, is backward,
mtelleciually and culturally and no progress can be made from a backward environ-
ment. Narrow-minded people are much more likely to be untruthful and violent.

Then again we have to put down certain objectives like a sulficiency of food, -
clothing, housing, education, sanitalion etc., which should be the minimum re-
quircments for the country and for every one. It is with these objectives in view
that we must find out specifically how to attain them speedily. Again it seems to
me inevizable that modern means of transport as well as many other modern deve-
lopments must continue and be developed. There is no way out of it except to have
them. If that is so inevitable a measure of heavy industry exists. How far that
will fit in with a purely village socicty? Personally [ hope that heavy or light indus-
tries should all be decentralised as far as possible and this is feasible now because
of the development of clectric power.  If two types of economy exist in the country
there should be either conflict between the two or one will overwheim the other.

The question of independence and protection from foreign aggression, both
political and economic, has also to be considered in this context. [ do not think
it is possible for India to be really independent unless she is a technically advanced
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of just armics but rather of
scientific growth. 1In the present context of the world we cannot even advance cul-
turally without a strong background of scientific research in every department,
There is today in the world a tremendous acquisitive tendency both in individuals
and groups and nations, which leads to conflicts and wars, Our entire society is
based on this more or fess. That basis must go and be transformed into one of
cooperation, not of isolation which is impossible.  If this is admitted and is found
feasible then attempts should be made to realise it not in terms of an economy,
which is cut off from the rest of the world, but rather one which cooperates. From
the economic or political point of view an isolated India may well be a kind of
vacuurmn which Increases the acquisitive tendencies of others and thus creates con-
fiicts.

There is no question of palaces for millions of people. But there seems to be
no reason why millions should not have comfortable up-to-date homes where they
can [ead a cultured existence. Many of the present overgrown cities have develop-
ed evils which are deplorable, Probably we have to discourage this overgrowth and
at the same time enconrage the village to approximate more to the culture of the
town.

It is many years ago since I read Hind Swaraj and 1 have only a vague picture
inmy mind. But even when [ read it 20 or more years ago it seemed to me com-
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pletely unreal. In your writings and speeches since then I have found much that
seemed to me an advance on that old position and an appreciation of modern
trends, I was therefore surprised when you told us that the old picture stil] re-
mains intact in your mind. As you know, the Congress has never considered that
picture, much less adopted it. You yourself have never asked it to adopt it except
for certain relatively minor aspects of it. How far it is desirable for the Congress
to consider these fundamental questions, involving varying philosophies of life, it
is for you to judge. Ishould imagine that a body like the Congress shouid not
lose itself in arguments over such matters which can only produce great confusion
in people’s minds resulting in inability to act in the present. This may also result
in creating barriers between the Congress and others in the country. Ulltimately
of course this and other questions will have to be decided by representatives of free
India. I have a feeling that most of these questions are thought of and discussed
in terms of long age, ignoring the vast changes that have taken place all over the
world during the last gemeration ormore. It is 38 years since Hind Swargj was
written. The world has commpletely changed since then, possibly in a wrong
direction. In any event any consideration of these questions must keep present
facts, forces and the human material we have today in view, otherwise it will he
divorced from reality. You are right in saying that the world, or a large part of
it, appears to be bent on committing svicide. That may be an inevitable develop-
ment of an evil seed in civilisation that has grown. I think it is so. How to get
rid of this evil, and yet how to keep the good in the present asin the past 15 our
problem. Obvicusly there is good too in the present.

These are some random thoughts hurriedly written down and I fear they do
injustice to the grave import of the questions raised. You will forgive me, I hope,
for this jumbled presentation. Later 1 shall try to. write more clearly on the
subject.

Yours affectionately

JAWAHARILAL
Mahatma Gandhi

Nature Cure Clinic’
6, Todiwala Road
Poona

(3)

FROM MAHATMA GANDHI
(Original in Hindi)
Poona
November 13 1945

My dear Jawaharlal

Our talk of yesterday’s made me giad. T am sorry it could not be longer.
I feel it cannot be finished in a single sitting. but wilf necessitate frequent meetings

-
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between us. 1 amsc constituted that, if only T were physically fit to run about,
i would myself overtake vou, wherever you might be, and return after a couple of
days heart-to-heart talk with you. I have done so before. It is necessary that we
understand each other well and that others also sheuld clearly understand where
we stand. It would not matter i ultimately we might have to agree to differ so
long as we remained one ot heart as we are today. The impression that [ have
gathered from our vyesterday’s talk is that there is not much difference in our out-
took. To test this I put down below the gist of what I have understood. Please
correct me if there is any discrepancy.

(1) The real question, according to you, is how to bring about man’s highes:
intellectual, econoniic, political and moral development, I agree entirely.

{2) In this there should be an equal right and opportunity for all.

(3) In other words, there should be equality between the town-dwellers and
the villagers in the standard of food and drink, clothing and other living conditions.
In order to achieve this equality today people should be able to produce for them-
selves the necessaries of life i.e clothing, foodstuffs, dwellings and lighting and
waler.

(4) Man is not born to live in iselation but is essentiafly a social animal
independent and interdependent. Mo one can or should ride on another’s back.
Il'we try to work out the necessary conditions for such a life, we are forced to the
conclusion that the unit of society should be a village, or call it a small and mana-
geable group of people who would, in the ideal, be self-sufficient (in the matter of
iheir viiai requirements) as a unit andg bound together in bonds of mutual coopera-’
tion and inter-dependence,

If I ind that so far I have understood you correctly, | shall tzke up con-
sigeration of the second part of the question in my next,

I had goi Rajkumari to translate into English my first letter to you. It is
still lying with me. | am enclosing for you an English transiation of this. It
will serve a double purpose.  An English translation might enable me to explain
mysell more fully and clearly to vou. Further, it will enable me to find out
precisely if I have fully and correctly understood vou.

Blessings for Indu. Blessings from
BAPU




